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Vocational Training –

the mix of practice and theory
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public

vocational

college private

vocational training centre 

azw

Vocational Training

attendance at the 

vocational college on 

1-2 days/week

training and working 

on 3-4 days/week

basic training 

on 3-4 days/week

private

Company
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azw at a glance

06.08.2019 Å

employees 67

trainees •540 apprentices with azw contracts

•1500 apprentices per year who attend to courses

legal structure association (NGO)

key members Avesco AG, Ammann AG,

Burckhardt Compression AG, MAN Energy Solution AG 

Switzerland, Sulzer Chemtech AG, Sulzer AG, 

Uster Technologies AG, Win G & D AG, Zimmer Biomet GmbH, 

Landert Group AG, Rieter AG

locations Winterthur, Uster and Langenthal

services •training for apprentices

•contract work in design & production

•adult education

Founded in 2002 (outsourcing of Sulzer vocational training department)
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structure of the association „azw“

Key Member Member

Board

Auditors

azw

azo 

location Uster

azw

head office Winterthur

06.08.2019 Å Berufslehren mit Zukunft

azm

location Langenthal
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board

Patrick Kilchmann Division President Ammann Schweiz AG, Langenthal, Präsident azw

Marcel Pawlicek CEO Burkhardt Compression AG, Winterthur, Vizepräsident azw

Kurt Frei CEO Maschinenfabrik Rieter AG, Winterthur

Anja Landert chairwoman and principal stockholder

Landert Motoren AG, Bülach

Renato Murk Chief in production, logistics, provisioning Uster Technologies AG, Uster

Jürg Saner Divisional Head plant, Avesco AG, Langenthal

Claudia Seel Head of HR, MAN Diesel & TURBO Schweiz AG, Zürich

Peter Widmer Board of Directors Optimo Service AG, Winterthur

Thorsten Wintergerste Director Sulzer AG, Sulzer Chemtech AG, Winterthur

Andreas Kläui Manufacturing Associate Director, Metal Manufacturing,

Zimmer Biomet GmbH, Winterthur

Dominik Schneiter Vice President R & D, Winterthur Gas & Diesel AG, Winterthur

06.08.2019 Å Berufslehren mit Zukunft
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azw offers training in 12 occupations

06.08.2019 Å

commercial employee

design technician

logistics technician

physics laboratory assistant

polymechanic

manufacturing technician

plant and equipment manufacturer

automation technician

automation fitter

electronics technician

maintenance technician

IT-specialist



design technician
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4 years training to become a design technician

basic training

•design technics

•construction technics

•CAD

•workshop training

•in-depth studying and 

repetition

•preparation of exam

•incl. training modules B1-B4

1. quarter 2. quarter 3. quarter 4. quarter

1. year

2. year

3. year

4. year
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Vocational school, basic formation in the azw

TP (mid-term exam)

partner company

individual practical work

Example
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partner companies 3rd and 4th year 

(design technician)

06.08.2019 Å

WinterthurNeftenbach

Pfungen

Zürich

Wallisellen

Aadorf

Elsau

Eschlikon Eschlikon

Balterswil

Kloten

Effretikon

Dübendorf

Example

http://www.burckhardtcompression.com/index.htm
http://www.burckhardtcompression.com/index.htm
http://www.sulzerchemtech.com/en/DesktopDefault.aspx/tabid-98/
http://www.sulzerchemtech.com/en/DesktopDefault.aspx/tabid-98/
http://www.sulzerpumps.com/DesktopDefault.aspx/tabid-96/
http://www.sulzerpumps.com/DesktopDefault.aspx/tabid-96/
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specialized training for design technician
cost for 3rd and 4th year  

Year number of months cost per month (CHF) Yearly cost (CHF)

3rd Year of apprenticeship 12 3’200 38’400

4th Year of apprenticeship 12 3’200 38’400

Total 76ô800

incl. salary and non-wage labour cost

Example
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conditions of employment

Year Weeks of Holidays Salary in CHF Total in CHF

1st Year 7 530.- x 13 6’890

2nd Year 6 750.- x 13 9’750

3rd Year 5 900.- x 13 11’700

4th Year 5 1120.- x 13 14’560

working time: 40 hours/week
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young champions in mechatronics (automation technician)

•Raphael Furrer, 1st in mechatronics @ SwissSkills 2018

and competitor @ WorldSkills Kazan 2019

•Cédric Achermann, 1st in mechatronics @ WorlsSkills 2017 AbuDhabi

•Tobias Blum, 2nd in mechatronics @ WorldSkills 2015 São Palo

Exam range of score: 1 (lowest) –6 (highest score)

•Average score azw: 4.9

•Average score Canton of Zurich: 4.6

Dropouts

•azw: 1%

•Canton of Zurich: 12%

azw vocational training concept is successful

06.08.2019 Å
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a key element of our success-

professional training facilities

06.08.2019 Å

•A major building project has started April 2018: A three level building with 

training facilities for mechanics and plant manufacturer

•Investment: 6 Mio. CHF


